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DR. MARTIN M. KARPISCAK earned his B.S. from the City College ofNew York and his 

M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from The University of Arizona in 1973 and 1980, respectively. He has 

performed research at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, US Geological Survey, Museum 

of Northern Arizona and in the private sector. In 1979, he joined the faculty of the Ofice of Arid 

Lands Studies (OALS), College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, The University of Arizona and 

currently is an Associate Research Scientist in OALS. 

Karpiscak has been conducting long-term research on the impacts of humans upon plant 

communities, on revegetation of disturbed areas in arid and semi-arid regions, on residential water 

conservation, and on constructed wetlands for wastewater treatment and habitat enhancement. 

He has served as a consultant to engineering companies involved in the design and 

construction of wetlands. He also has acted as a consultant to both the public and private sectors 

regarding problems associated with retired farmlands and their revegetation. His primary research 

interest is in the interplay of man, water, plants, and the environment. Karpiscak has authored or 

co-authored over 150 papers, popular articles and reports. For nearly 25 years, he has studied 

plant successional processes and revegetation in the arid southwest as well as the use of water 

harvesting techniques for the growth of plants under arid and hyper-arid conditions. 
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